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“Nordic model” and Swedish Sex Purchase Act 

● Since 1999

● Illegal to buy sex 

● Persons in prostitution (mostly women and girls) are not criminalised 

= support, exit programmes

● Based on women’s stories and experiences in prostitution!

● Sweden is less attractive for traffickers and pimps

● Normative effects!



FIFA 2018 World Cup in Russia

● 1 month

● 11 cities

● More than 5 mln visitors

● Foreign tourists - 2.9 mln

● 63% of visitors - men*

* https://www.statista.com/statistics/872302/world-cup-fans-gender/

https://www.statista.com/statistics/872302/world-cup-fans-gender/


Background factors behind prostitution in Russia

● Poverty, unemployment, bad 

infrastructure

● Men’s violence against women is 

normalised + lack of help

● Corruption, local business 

acting as pimps*



Legislation in Russia

● Purchase of ”sexual services” from 

underaged — up to 4 years of imprisonment 

(since 2014)

● Recruitment into prostitution – 3-8 years in 

prison

● Organisation of prostitution – 5-10 years in 

prison

● Selling your own body –

fine 1500-2000 RUB

(≈ $ 26-35)



Some statistics from Russia*

● 80-90% women in prostitution are subjected to violence from pimps 

and clients

● 100% of women exploited in prostitution use alcohol and drugs

● 80% of women in prostitution have STDs

● 70-75% - try to take their lives

● Average life expectancy of women in prostitution is 34 years

● 95% of women want to leave prostitution

* SafeHouse Foundation, Moscow, 2018







“It is humiliating enough for me that football is 
lined with alcohol and violence. But this is 

worse. It is slaves that will come and be put into 
houses. Human beings are being talked about 

like cattle, and football is linked with that.”
Raymond Domenech,

former Coach of France’s National Team
- on FIFA 2006 World Cup in Germany



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmcLplOVsb0kqsuuh0VyLuKt9AZK04Xq/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmcLplOVsb0kqsuuh0VyLuKt9AZK04Xq/view


Feminist SRHR!

● Women’s bodies are their own to hold and not for others to exploit

● Sexual health = sexual experiences free from economic interests

● Consent is not for sale

● Sex without consent is rape
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